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From the Editor …………… 

It seems no time at all that I was sitting here, setting up the December 2020 

edition of the Torch, and here we are having nearly reached the end of 2021! 

I well remember the great anxiety, sorrow and fear as people tried to cope with 

the effects of the pandemic; there were great examples of caring for others and 

personal sacrifice all over the world. 

Regrettably it was not possible to produce a June 2021 edition, and I 

apologise for that. 

This edition is looking back and also looking forward, “something  old, 

something new”, and although there have been many changes to our everyday lives, 

we are adaptable, innovative and creative beings, well able, with God’s grace, to 

face the many challenges we have met and will meet. 

We know that not everyone has access to the Internet, and thanks again to 

elders who are trying to alleviate this shortfall in a variety of ways, so that the Torch 

reaches as many people as possible.  

Still looking for more items of humour for the “Smile” page - some of the 

existing jokes have whiskers on!  To keep it going, how about sending in jokes, 

pieces of humour, anecdotes, things that might help people smile? ☺ 

Good to see that church organisations are back to the fore – I am sure that 

their absence has been a sore miss to so many. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and 

may the joy of the Saviour’s birth be yours at this very special time! 

We wish you every blessing for the coming year, 2022, with health, happiness 

and Christian love around you. 

As ever, our Christian faith is fundamental to us, and will see us through, of 

that I am certain! 

Enjoy your read! 

Jim Rutherford (aka ED) 
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“Thought about Christmas” 

                  ‘Twas the night before Christmas –  

                                        God glanced over the Earth –  

                                   He looked to and fro all over its girth 

                               They missed it again, He said with a sigh, 

                                    A heavy heart and a tear in His eye 

                              I gave them my Son so they could be free –  

                                     My greatest gift to them from me…… 

                                       They traded me in for a man in red, 

                                        A little tree and horse-drawn sled. 

                                    How do I save them and make them see 

                                    My love is complete, my grace is free? 

                                   How do I help them when all they know 

                                Is a talking snowman and a box with a bow? 

                                                                    

                                - Maybe next year they will stop and see 

                      The biggest gift of Christmas is the little Child from me……… 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

                                  Words of comfort and hope, as true today as when they were written ….                      

                                     “All shall be well,                                                            

                                    And all shall be well,                                                     

                       And all manner of thing shall be well.”                                          

                                                                    (Mother Julian of Norwich, 14th Century AD) 
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Sharing Thoughts – Rev David… 
Safety has been preeminent in all our minds now for well over a year. We have 

together lived through a time where we could not go shopping for essentials, try to 

travel, or indeed attend church without obtrusive messages about safety confronting 

us everywhere. The Covid-19 virus has become for us a great unknown factor, 

where we struggle to know where it is, and what it might do - always potentially 

threatening safety.  

Safety from a virus is of course only one type of security. While I rejoice with 

many of you that the power of vaccines, testing and medical science has made 

things much safer, I would have to share a concern we lost sight of other kinds of 

safety amid the panic. Who can but mourn the toll that has been caused in the form 

of cancelled operations, and increased isolation for so many. 

Safety is actually meant to be a value we gain from childhood to help us thrive 

in various ways. I’m encouraged by this part of my primary children's school 

curriculum, which places the value of all children feeling safe right at the top of their 

teaching priorities. Much child psychological research has shown that when children 

don't feel safe from an early age, it has a hugely negative effect on many forms of 

development.  

Safety is something I believe we are called to provide in church, amongst the 

many other things we strive for! We are so blessed to have been able to welcome 

back great numbers of the congregation in the previous months, and once again join 

in physical fellowship as a congregation. But, the virus has so drastically affected so 

many, physically and mentally, we continue to provide socially distanced seating for 

those that wish to use it. Should after all the church, following Christ's example, do 

its utmost to nurture our flock and help them worship while feeling safe? For those 

that cannot for a variety of reasons gather in person, we continue to run our 

livestream and catch up service, which is now finally fully installed.  

The last note I will finish on is where I hope we are headed as a church next. 

We have been hugely blessed to welcome some new faces to our congregation 

since we re-opened. Given the huge challenges facing church attendance 

nationwide, this is not to be taken for granted, and I certainly don't. I have been 

overjoyed as minister, watching the kind folks in our church embrace and welcome 

new faces. One thing I love about Erskine Parish is it looks to make new people 

welcome, and feel that they have a safe space here. My vision is that this may 

continue. Our world is now filled with new dangers and challenges, a decaying 

sense of belief and purpose for many, not to mention recent headlines across the 

world church have shown the church has often acted to oppress people and make 

them feel anything but safe.  
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May God continue to lead us, to be a haven for all, for any - who wish to come 

and find out that God has a safe place, and community for them.  

Wishing you all God's richest blessing  

David  

                  

 They were glad when it grew calm, 

  and he guided them to their desired haven. 

  Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love 

  and his wonderful deeds for mankind.                  Psalm 107: 30-31, NIV 
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                                 View from the Kirk Session 

Let me start this post with grateful thanks to the many people, of generous 

nature and faith, who have anonymously given to the church. Through their acts, we 

have a new freezer for the Hub, a new camera and PC to help stream services, a 

new longer ladder to reach the ceiling in the large hall, funds to keep the manse safe 

and many, many acts of kindness both great and small, of people’s time and talents, 

that have allowed our congregation to come through this pandemic stronger than we 

thought would be the case.  

These things may not be front and centre but are all important in allowing us 

all to continue to grow in our faith and run our church that it can act as a beacon for 

Christ in our community.  

Our church is truly blessed to have so many kind-hearted people who give of 

themselves. It reminds me of the 5th verse of Christ be our Light:  

Many the gifts, many the people, 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

Making your kingdom come. 

As time passes, things change, and we change with them. Growing in new 

directions as God’s plan rolls out before us, and so we come to the end of yet 

another year and start to look forward to the new year.  

The year started with an empty church building and now as I write this in early 

November, our youth organisations are back, the Guild has restarted (now on 

Wednesday afternoon to avoid the late nights), the Hub has reopened and Sunday 

services and junior church back to growing numbers.  

Yes, we have lost some members during the year, but we still retain their 

memories, strengths and faith, that will ensure they remain at the heart of our 

congregation. We have also grown in this time.  

The Hub, now takes card payments, including contactless payments! 

Our new streaming service means that services (including funeral services) 

can be broadcast to those who can’t join us in church, so that they remain safe and 

that we can reach out to the community in ways never considered before. 

I have faith, that Christ is before us, that the Holy Spirit is with us, guiding us to 

fulfil God’s plan for Erskine.  

May I and the Kirk Session wish you all the blessings of our new born Saviour 

at this time of Advent and have a peaceful New Year. 

William McGregor - Session Clerk 
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    Our Church Family 

 

We are all members of our Church Family, and this column is a regular feature 

in the Torch, recording and remembering Members who have passed on or moved 

away and welcoming new Members who have joined us. 

We hope you will remember those who are now with God, and also their 
families, and that you will welcome younger folks and their parents as well as adults 
who have joined us on our Christian journey at Erskine Parish Church. 
 

“In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so I would have told you. I 

go to prepare a place for you” 

 

Members who have passed on into God’s Loving Care 

           Mrs Sheila McLean on 21.12.20.             Mrs Nan Gorrie on 07.01.21. 

           Mr Sam Crooks on 16.01.21.                   Mrs Donna Davis on 26.01.21. 

           Mrs Mary Holt on 05.02.21.                     Mrs Isobel Fleming on 07.02.21. 

                                         Mr Robert Wilson on 16.09.21. 

                                                Admissions:- Welcome to our Church Family! 

          Mr Gus Muchan, Mrs Sandra Moir, Mr James Mackie, Mr Robert Melvin,                        

                   Mrs Carol Melvin, Mr Robert Gordon and Mrs Ann Gordon -                                         

                   (all by Certificate of Transfer from Renfrew North Church.)  

                      Mrs Isobel Docherty (also by Certificate of Transfer.) 

Removals :- 

We were sorry to lose John and Amy Renwick who have moved to a new 
home in Eaglesham but wish them all the very best in this new stage of their lives. 

                                                                                                      Lorna Boyne 
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                      The Guild 

 

                 ‘Whose we are and whom we serve’ 
 

The Guild is a movement within the Church of Scotland which invites and encourages both 

women and men to commit their lives to Jesus Christ, enabling them to express their faith 

in worship, prayer and action and open to all who accept this aim. 

 

During the past 18 months, we have seen unprecedented times with the pandemic, 

lockdowns, illness and sadly, bereavement dominating our lives and so it was with some 

trepidation that the Guild committee started to take tentative steps towards ‘normality’. With Covid 

restrictions still required, and many people still feeling nervous about large gatherings we 

wondered how to hold meetings where people would still be able to enjoy the fellowship of the 

Guild and feel safe and comfortable. We are grateful to the Guild office for issuing guidance and 

we are fortunate that we have been able to have the use of the large hall on Wednesday 

afternoons. As a result, the Guild was able to start the session on Wednesday 8th September at 

the new time of 2 - 4 pm. Moving to the afternoon has proved to be a positive move as God has 

blessed us with good weather most weeks and members are able to access public transport more 

easily and feel more confident about coming out in the daytime as opposed to the dark evenings.  

Since starting in September, an average of 35/40 people have attended our meetings each 

week and we are delighted that several new people have come along to see what we have to 

offer, and some have joined. We are all too aware of the sad loss of some of our members during 

the past 18 months and give thanks for their faithful service to the Guild and our church. We also 

miss our friends who, due to illness and increasing frailty, are no longer able to attend meetings 

and we continue to hold them close in our prayers.     

The Guild strategy for 2021- 2024 is ‘Look Forward in Faith’ and there has never been a 

more appropriate strategy with which to adapt to the changes we have had to embrace. The theme 

of our programme for 2021/22 is ‘Lights and Bushels’ based on the instruction that Jesus gave in 

Matthew’s gospel, that we should let our light shine and not hide it away. In the past year or so, we 

have all had to adapt to new ways of doing things and many have learned new skills and 

discovered hidden talents. As well as a varied programme of speakers, we have been looking at 

ways in which Guild members can ‘let their lights shine’ and use their gifts to serve the God and 

others in our church, community and world. 

It is very encouraging to see Guild members volunteering to do Bible readings and prayers 

during our worship time at the start of each meeting. Others have been knitting pocket prayer 

squares and prayer shawls which have been blessed with prayer and given to anyone who feels 

the need of comfort and to feel God’s presence. We also held an Autumn themed craft afternoon 

when we made decorations for our Harvest table in church and a craft stall with hand-made cards 

and crocheted items raised funds for our chosen partner projects.  
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This year, our two chosen projects are:  

The Vine Trust – Kazunzu Village of Hope in Tanzania - to work with the Vine Trust to continue 

their work on building more homes, schools and community buildings and provide training and 

sustainable employment in a village in Kazunzu on the shores of Lake Tanzania.  

Home for Good – Finding Homes for Vulnerable Children – a project which aims to raise 

awareness and promote foster care to churches and encourage Christians to become involved.    

Due to Covid restrictions, we are thinking of new ways of raising funds for the projects, but it 

is hoped that we will be able to have a coffee morning on Saturday 19th March 2022. Watch out for 

details.  

The programme for the rest of the year is as follows: 

January 2022 

12th – Musical afternoon with Angus and Iain  

19th – Safety in the home - Renfrew Fire Service      

26th – Prison Chaplaincy – Rev. Jill Clancy 

February 2022  

2nd - Trauma Teddy Police Bear – Community Police 

9th – Climate Change and Environmental Issues – Church of Scotland 

16th -- Fun Afternoon  

23rd – No Guild 

March 2022 

2nd – Scottish Bible Society - Norman Liddle 

9th - Addiction Rehabilitation – Abbeycare Centre, Erskine 

16th -- Floral arranging Demonstration – Jolene Swift Flowers 

23rd - The Influence of Music ….        Gordon Webster. 

30th – A.G.M. and closing meeting    

All are welcome to come along and join us on any of these dates for a time of worship and 

fellowship. You are assured of a warm welcome and cup of tea/coffee and cake.  

For more information, contact:  

Aileen Robb on 07914601033 or Jean Inglis on 07729262685               
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  Mothers & Toddlers Group 
 

The Group started up again on Wednesday 8th September 2021 
                                                                                                                                  
Our numbers are currently very low so we would like to invite Mums, Dads & 
Childminders and anyone who looks after a child or children to come along & 
join the Group.  

 
We meet in the Church on a Wednesday morning from 9.45am until 11.15 am.  

The children get a snack which is a small packet of biscuits or a packet of crisps and 
we ask the Adult to bring a drink for them.  Adults have a cuppa & a chocolate 
biscuit.                                            
 

The cost per session is £3.00.                  We follow the Covid rules.  
 

Hopefully we will see some new members – we look forward to welcoming 
you! 
 

Carol Dobbie 
Telephone 0141-561-0661 or Mobile 07813885852 

 

“Mony a mickle maks a muckle” 
You can make extra donations to the church while you shop, without it costing you 

anything extra. If you sign up to Easyfundraising.com  

(https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/erskineparishchurch/?invite=T2DXB1&r

eferral-campaign=c2s)  

and shop via their links to online retailers, the retailers will make a small percentage 

donation to the church at no extra charge to you.  

The amount may not be large, but as the advert says: “Every little helps!”  

 

 

(ED: Seems like a good idea, a real “Shoppertunity!)                    

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/erskineparishchurch/?invite=T2DXB1&referral-campaign=c2s
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/erskineparishchurch/?invite=T2DXB1&referral-campaign=c2s
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Junior Church Calling! 
 

“SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT“ 

By Adam Stephen Aged 9 

At Sunday School, we talk about certain subjects, such as Jesus being born, 

God’s miracles, or our current subject, God’s wonderful creation of the world, and its 

wondrously wide range of animals. We can chat to each other, and answer 

questions that are asked. After the said subject talk is finished, we colour, draw, glue 

things onto paper, or craft anything. We do mini prayers to thank our awesome God, 

and we enjoy our time. 

In Sunday School, our current learning is how God created the world.  So, I 

have copied an article from my Bible that shows how God’s creation went. 

 

IN THE VERY BEGINNING 

In the very beginning, there was nothing at all. There were no rivers or 

mountains, no streams or hills. There was nothing to see, nothing but darkness. But 

God was there. He saw the darkness. God commanded light – and so the very first 

day began. Then God started to make the seas, and in between the seas he made 

dry land. He covered the land with all kinds of trees and plants. Over, all this, God 

placed a warm Sun to shine by day, and a silver moon to shine by night. Then he 

scattered billions of twinkling stars in the sky – and so the world began. 

Thank you for reading! 

Adam Stephen 
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☺ ☺ ☺     S…M…I…L…E       ☺ ☺ ☺ 

 

 What’s a worse thing than finding a worm in your apple? 

                                                  Finding half a worm in your apple! 

                      -------------------------------------------------------------- 

Why is milk the fastest thing in the world? 

                                                          Because it’s pasteurise(d) before you see it! 

            --------------------------------------------------------------- 

From across the Pond (USA):  
 
WIFE: "There is trouble with the car. It has water in the carburettor." 
HUSBAND: "Water in the carburettor? That's ridiculous” 
WIFE: "I tell you the car has water in the carburettor." 
HUSBAND: "You don't even know what a carburettor is. I'll check it out.  Where's the 
car?” 
WIFE: "In the pool". 
                         ------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
A wife asks her husband, "Could you please go shopping for me and buy one carton 
of milk and if they have avocados, get 6. 
A short time later the husband comes back with 6 cartons of milk. The wife asks him, 
"Why did you buy 6 cartons of milk" He replied, "They had avocados." 
 
(Gentle reader - If you're a woman, I'm sure you're going back to read it again!                   
Men will get it the first time.) 
                        --------------------------------------------------------------- 
From the Antipodes (Australia): 
 
My mate was telling me he failed his exam in Aboriginal Music. 
                                                                                                     I said “Didja redo it?” 
                        ----------------------------------------------------------------  

(ED): Well, we had to start somewhere – any jokes or humorous anecdotes send 

them in via Torch box in the Hall of Fellowship or to our e-mail address: )                                                                          
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“Galactic Problems!” 

It was terrible! Even the pet budgie looked sad…….                        

                                                    Then something wonderful happened…                                                                  

But perhaps I should start at the beginning…                                                                   

Santa Claus had left a special present for Jake under the Christmas tree. 

Jake was thrilled when he opened the wrapping paper to find that he had been 

given a Multi Construction Kit for an Inter-Galactic space ship, and soon he set to, 

starting to assemble the model. 

On Boxing Day, he forgot about TV or “Pokémon”, “Plants versus Zombies”, or 

any other of his many presents, he finished the task, and he sat back to admire his 

handiwork – it was a very fine working model indeed, with flashing lights and rocket 

engine sounds, and it could move under its own power too! 

Jake went through to the kitchen to get a drink of juice, and after chatting to 

his Mum when he made his way back he found his little brother John in the living 

room – looking rather worried…… 

Jake took in the scene before him – his wonderful new toy lay there in bits….. 

He was very angry, and shouted at John “I don’t like you anymore!” as he ran 

to his room and slammed the door….John knocked on the door but Jake told him to 

go away…. 

A little while later, lying on his bed, he reached over and looked through some 

of the books he had been given, stopping at one called “Bible Stories”, where he 

started to read the wonderful story of Jesus, and how He told about loving each 

other, and forgiveness…….Jake suddenly felt sad that he had been unkind, so he 

went back to the living room where he found John still looking sadly at the spaceship 

Jake had made and which John had wrecked….. 

Jake went over to John and said “I’m sorry I lost my temper just then and said I 

didn’t like you – do you want to help me fix the spaceship so it will go again?” 

The two brothers hugged each other, and started to work together on the 

task…… 

(What did Jake learn from this event? Love, forgiveness, understanding and moving 

on……. 

(What did John learn?) Best to ask before touching something belonging to another 

person: being forgiven and moving on……                                                                                                                                                                                                               

C JF 2019 Jake & John 
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                        Remembrance Sunday 14-11-21 

 

 

 

It was good that it was possible to once again hold our Remembrance Service.    

Rev David conducted a very appropriate service, during which a commemorative 

wreath was placed at the communion table by Tommy Yule. 

I have set down below the wording of the evocative poem written by Dr John 

McCrae, which captures so well the ethos of those who have served and fallen. The 

choir sang the words, set to music, most effectively. 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

Dr John McCrae (1872 – 1918) was a member of the Canadian Army – He 
was not only a soldier, but a surgeon and poet too. He held the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel, and saw active service in the trenches; latterly he ran a military hospital in 
Boulogne in France, where he died of pneumonia in 1918, as the war was coming to 
an end…..As his surname suggests, his family was of Scottish origins, emigrating 
from the then Kirkcudbrightshire to Ontario, Canada in earlier days.   
             Jim 
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Poetry corner……….    {Something old, something new…………..) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

“SNOWFALL” 

            I've always wondered through my life when snow is on the ground 

            Why it's so quiet and peaceful and hardly any sound 

            Just a picture scene of purest white before it turns to slush 

            To stand and marvel for a while why there is such a hush 

            Children revel in the snow, throw snowballs, have such fun 

            Build snowmen, slides and sledging as I did when I was young 

            But now that I am older my joy is just the sight 

            The peace and silence of a morning and the world of purest white.   

by Margaret Clunie     

                       -----------------------------------------------------------------------   

“Trust Him” 

“Trust Him when darkest doubts assail thee 

Trust Him when thy strength is small 

Trust him when to simply trust Him 

Is the hardest thing of all” 

Angus Cochrane 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Reflections” 

                       “Look in the Mirror – what do you see?” 

                       “A clear reflection, looking at me” 

 

                       “Look in the Mirror – what is to be? 

                       “Hope what’s reflected is worthy of Thee” 

 

                       “Look in the Mirror – More deeply now” 

                       “I want to serve Thee, Lord, but don’t know how!” 
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                       “Look in the Mirror – and please understand 

                        The power to do good lies there in your hands” 

 

                       “Look in the Mirror - I’m right here for you,  

                        In times good or bad, it’s just what I do!” 

 

                       “I look in the Mirror, and I feel Your grace 

                        And your love all around me, it’s there, in my face!” 

 

                       “I’ve looked in the Mirror and feel I now know 

                        How to serve You life through – the way I should go!” 

 

                       “Go forth from the Mirror, and let others see 

                        The love in your heart, reflected from Me!” 

by Jim R 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

THE HUB 

             Need a break, a quick sit doon tae rest yer weary bones? 

             Then join us at the Hub someday we'll listen tae yer moans 

             Order tea or coffee, hot chocolate at its best 

             Cakes & biscuits, crisps & juice. Pleasant place to have a rest 

             You'll find the service next to none nae greetin" faces here 

             Just friendly smiles & banter, it's cheap tae, never fear 

              So give yourselves a shake folks come in, give it a try 

              We're sure you'll all be back again or know the reason why 

              Rolls and sausage tattie scone, a cake, fruit loaf, a scone 

              Join in the merriment & laughter no need to be alone -  

               Each day the service is supreme, happy atmosphere the same 

               Just relax and have a pleasant time, nae need tae hurry hame 

               The Hub is bright & cheerful with a happy clientele. 

               Home baking of the very best and the staff are nice as well 

               So give yersel a great big nudge have a wander in and see 

               Don't be so bloomin" miserable ye can afford a cuppa tea! 

by Margaret Clunie 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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W. B. Yeats – (1865-1939) widely considered one of the greatest poets of the 

English language, received the 1923 Nobel Prize for Literature. His work was greatly 

influenced by the heritage and politics of Ireland. 

                             When you are old and grey and full of sleep, 

                             And nodding by the fire, take down this book, 

                             And slowly read, and dream of the soft look 

                             Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep; 

                             How many loved your moments of glad grace, 

                             And loved your beauty with love false or true, 

                             But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you, 

                             And loved the sorrows of your changing face; 

                             And bending down beside the glowing bars, 

                             Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled 

                              And paced upon the mountains overhead 

                              And hid his face amid a crowd of stars. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

  

https://poets.org/poet/w-b-yeats
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Pics of the Tables at our Harvest Service 

Thanks for donations - gratefully received by our local foodbank: 
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Donation to Erskine Hospital 

Many thanks to all who donated to the retiral offering after the Armistice Day 

Service at Erskine Parish Church on Sunday 14th November 2021. 

A magnificent sum of £250 was raised and subsequently given to Erskine 

Hospital. 
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“Afore we go……” 
 

                     OUR SERVICES of Worship:  

          To keep up to date and find out more, please follow the church website. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Springfield Cambridge Festival Chorus and Orchestra 

Christmas Concert 

“Dear Friends, 

Christmas is approaching and in past years one of the seasonal highlights has 

been the concert in the Royal Concert Hall by Bishopbriggs churches together.          

You’ll remember we had a busload of eager concert goers from Erskine Parish 

Church but because of Covid last year’s concert had to be on-line only which many 

of you joined; despite the restrictions some £15,000 was raised for CHAS.   

Unfortunately, because of on-going uncertainty this year’s even will once again 

be restricted to an on-line event.   I have had a message from my friend Mike 

together with a leaflet giving details of how to view the concert on 22nd December 

and I hope once again many of you will be able to watch.   

To maximise publicity, I’ll drop off some leaflets at the Hub sometime soon but 

please tell others of this wonderfully uplifting evening of Christmas music.” 

John Renwick 

(ED): This was indeed a musical treat – an excellent event on the run-up to 

Christmas! Looking forward to hearing this group again! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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WHAT Did YOU DO DURING LOCK-DOWN 

and after? 
(ED): Here’s a chance to share how you have coped during lock-down and after……                

Things you did, such as: New skills developed; Old skills re-used; Kindnesses 

shown; Poignant moments; Laughter shared; Virtual celebrations; Making music; 

Keeping fit; Keeping fed; Social distancing; anything you can think of that you would 

like to share with our Church community in the Torch……..We look forward to 

hearing from you……! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Youth and other Organisations 

Information will be available via the Church website, and Organisations will no 

doubt be in touch with their members to give them any relevant update. 

As before, the Torch is happy to give space to our organisations who wish it, if 

this is helpful at any point in time! 

 

             The Joy of Flowers…………. 
We all know the pleasure that flowers bring to our lives, whether by growing 

them, giving them, or just seeing them where they are on display.  Janet Carson is 

our Flower Convenor, and she organises purchase, display in the church, then 

onward transmission to members who might be unwell, housebound, or otherwise in 

need of cheering up. 

Janet feels very privileged to be able to facilitate the flowers at the church, and 

also feels humbled by the generosity of people who donate to the Flower fund. 

In the Hall of Fellowship, on the counter beside the front door of the church, is 

a book in which people record dates when they would like to support the supply of 

flowers in the church by filling in any vacant slot – a very worthwhile gift that brings 

so much pleasure, reminding us of God’s goodness and His bounty to us all. 

Please contact Janet Carson for more information                      
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Thanks! 
Thanks to all our contributors, and anyone who has helped in any way to get this 

edition produced, particularly Val Marquis.  

We also would like to thank you, our readers, for reading this edition of the Torch 

and we hope you have enjoyed it!  

Watch out for new articles, thoughts and issues, and remember we are very happy 

to have contact with our readers, so get that e-mail ready to send or write/ type out 

what it is and leave it in the Torch Box on the counter by the front door in the Hall of 

Fellowship!  (Remember to give a contact number or e-mail in case we need to call 

or e-mail you). 

           Jim Rutherford                                                                                                             

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------    

 

  (All details are correct at finalising this edition of the Torch, 18th November 2021) 

 

 

                                                                  

 

                                                                  

 


